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== brought again the thirty pieces.of Silver, to 


. + COM M-UN ICATIONS. the chief priests and elders, 8aying, 1 haye 
—= : sInned in that I have betrayed the innocent 
[FOR THE UNIVERSALIST. ] blood: And he cast down the pieces of als - 


ver in the temple, and departed,.and went 
ON SUICIDE.—No. 4, and hanged hamself. Remorse of ; CON- 

- The 'causes which lead to 8uicide, we Shall Science, the painful upbraidings of his own 
how briefly examine. Let us begin with the| mind; For betr aying his innocent .master, 
; 8eripture-cases of suicide, which will afford | drove: him to it. His soul chose: on gUOg 
tis some general views of the subject. and death rather than life. ” 

The cause which led to Ahithophal's sui-| - The Phillipian jailor ' ouly contemplated 
cide is'distinetly stated. When he *8aw that] suicide. 'The cause why he was about to 
his counsel was not followed, he saddled his | kill himself, "4s thus stated : © he gupposed 
ass, and arose, and got him home to his| that the prisoners had beenfled.” Suddenly 
| house, to his city, and put his household in awoke from his,,sleep by the earthquake ; 
order, and hanged himself.” - Here 8eems to| seeing the prison. doors open; concluding 
have - been .a deliberate and premeditated| the prisoners had escaped;. he anticipated 
| + case of suicide. 'The cause which led to it, { the consequences to himself, and 1 the sur- 

was, wounded pride and disappointed am-| prise of the momeuyy was about to kill him- 
| bition. He could not support himself under | self. Such a suggestion to his mind, seemgto 
| the mortification, that his counsel should be | have been instantaneous, and was. as instan- 
b-þ rejected, and that of another preferred. He | taneously dismissed by Paul's saying + do 
| could not survive his downfal from political | thyself no harm, for we are all here.” ; 

; eminence. and influence. It was not pover-| Such are the circumstances, which led to 
ty, embarrassed circumstances, but a proud, | the suicides mentioned mm scripture. . 'They 
ambitious mind was his difficulty. A hum-| are in every case somewhat different. .In- 
ble contented man, would not haye lost an| deed, it may be doubted, if ever two. cages 
hour's sleep .on this occasion. of 8uicide occurred, where the cireumstances 

Again. The cause of Saul's svicide, and|{ which led to them were preeisely.the.same. 
- that of his armor-bearer, is also stated. | It would therefore be an eadless task, to: en- 
'They had been defeated in a battle with the | ter into minute details, as to the causes of gui- 
Philistines ; and Saul was severely wounded. | cide. 1 shall confine myself to. a few gen- 
This he might: have-survived. 'He- dreaded | cral remarks. 
dying in/aicruel manner bythe hands of the] 1. In every case_ of suicide, trouble: pe 
uncireumcised- conquerors. + He preferred; some kind or other leads to it... No man 
dying by the hand of his armor-bearer'to kill-| kills himself because he is very. happy. 
ing himself. - But when bis armor-bearer de-| Henee, when a case-of suicide | occurs, Wwe 
clined Such a- 'service, he fell-on a 8word,| never ask, what happy, but what unhappy 
and-| despatched bimself.. Defeat, loss of ceircumstances led the person to commit; it. 
blood” from his wounds, mortification of | It is immaterial whether the. trouble is bodi- 
mind, and anticipation of a disgraceful death|ly or mental; whether it is real or. imagina- 
from his enemes, drove hum to suicide. His|ry; is now ouſſored or only. auticipated ;. 18 
armor-bearer. followed his. example; for | of the person's own procuring, ors inflicted 
Ge feared to killhis king, be was not | by others; trouble of some. sort drives the. 
afraid'to- kill himself. Pride and military person to this unnawral deed. e ' 

» would not permit him to survive him, | 2. In all the scripture cases of; - quicide, no. 
whom he had been unable to defend and| person was-ever . driven. to. it..by religion. ; 
Pregerve..' To'the  honor-of Judgism:- and. Christia 

'The cause of Judas! suicide wealso learn | be-it s8poken, the ſears and, terrorsof —_ 
from his history, «When he 8aw that Christ les. hell, had no-influeyce pu those pergons 
was condemned, he repented himself and) who committed suicide. But, can this be 
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said of what is called christianity in the 
present ' day? No; religion, all- admit, has 
lately driven many to swcide. 'The terrors 
of endless hell torments, preached by the 
advocates of religious excitements, have 
driven many both to insanity and suicide. 
Is not the gospel of such teachers, which 
produces such effects, - rather the gospel of 
damnation than salvation, and a curse, not 
a blessing to our world. 


3. Suicide is one of the evils, and perhaps/ 


the worst to which man is subject in this 
world. It has less or more existed in all 

, and in every class of society. From 
the king to the beggar, persons have been 
found ho killed themselves; and s0 long 
as man-is born to trouble, cases of smcide 
may be expected to occur. No bodily ac- 
eomplishments; no mental acquirements; 

egree of worldly prosperity; nor no 
character for piety and goodness, can en- 
Sure a man that he may not commit it. Like 
many other evils, this may happen to the 
righteous and the wicked. Should any one 
-8ay, * What! is thy servant a'dog that he 
should commit suicide.' 'This would only 
prove, that he 1s either vain, or is partially 
insane. King Saul, had no idea once, that 
he would kilt himself; nor did Ahithophal 
8uppose he should end his days by suicide. 
Are we better than they,! 

4. In judging of the causes of suicide, we 
are but partially acquainted with the circum- 
stances which lead to it, and are wholly ig-| 
norant of the state of the person's mind, at 
the moment he commits it. In some cages 
of it, no clue is discovered; which could 
drive the person to s8uch an act. 'The whole 
is wrapt up in impenetrable darkness. Ey- 
en 1n cases where circumstances are most 
obvious, no one except the individual, sees 
any thing which justifies the rash and unnat- 
ural act. Indeed, if insanity is not admit- 
ted as the eause of suicide in all cases, it 
will be difficult to find an adequate cause, 
for it in any case. 

'S. In cases of 8uicide, even the gscripture 
cases, it 1s no proof that the .persons were 
ane when they committed it, because their 
insanity is not particularly mentioned. No; 

t as well conclude, that suicide is a 
NO scripture writer censures 
it, ind condemns it as crime to be punished. 
'The very sHenee of scripture about these 
things,. seem to be a tacit admission, that 
persons who eommit swicide are insane, and 
are no more aecountable for the unnatural 
act, than infants and idiots are for their ac- 
tions. It is true, some who commit suicide, 
appear to others to be perfectly sane. beepe 
do it with 80 much apparent deliberate c 
culation, that no one 8uspects them of insan- 


R— 


ity. | But this is no certain proof of their 
saneness, for the deed may be done in a mo- 
mentary fit of insanity. ides, s8ome are 
only insane on one gubject, and are very art- 
ful in concealing, both their insanity and 
their intentions to commit gmicide. 

6. The same causes, which produce in- 
Sanity and suicide in s0me persons, would 
not produce them in others.. 'The reason is, 
8ome have both stronger minds and bodjes 
than others; hence the operating Ccangses 
would not produce the same effect. Some 
persons, are not easily excited or de- 
pressed, whilst others are elevated with a 
feather and cast down with a straw. Be- 
8ides, in s0me persons there is a predispos- 
tion to insanity and suicide, and in others 
there is none. The same causes which 
would operate on the former, would not ma- 
terially effect the latter. Some persons, of 
strong minds and strong bodies, have com- 
mitted 8uicide. Why? "They could not 
bring their condition to their mind, and their 
mind would not bend to their condition. 
No, they broke, insanity ensued, and svicide 
followed. But it will be asked, is there evi- 
dence to believe, that all suicides are occa- 
sioned by insanity ? We &shall offer some 
proof of this in the next number. yy. B. 
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Mr. EprroR—Agreeably to my promise, I 
end you the following article on self decep- 
tion, which 1 have taken from the Christian 
Pilot, The essay was written by the Rey. 
Mr. Brimblecom, and in my opinion. ought 
to be read and re-read by every individual 
of the community. 'The nature of self decep- 
tion, and the yarious forms in which it exists, 
are clearly portrayed. If you think of it as 
I do, you will not hesitate one moment about 
giving it a place in your paper. S. M. 


SELF-DECEPTION. 

There is not a truer saying, than that which 
is recorded in the prophecy of mhee5un. 1244 
specting the deceitful and 
ric of the human desires, by which 7 tri- 
umph 80 very often over conscience rea- 
80n. 'The mind is a natural lover of right- 
eousness; Conscience never turns away from 
that holiness which it approves, nor was it 
ever known to applaud vice and wickedness. 
When it acts at i note Ho ods: 
tue. And,'80 divine are its emotions, it 
nav Auptiy are ionhiaean g7 v5 
guiding fo to peace 
piness. But there are evil desires, engen- 
dered in mankind by reason of their ty 
and - mortal part, which war against con» | 
science and- virtue. In the words of an 


- | Apostle, the flesh Justeth against the spirit, | 
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and the spirit against the flesh, and these' 
are co the one to the other, so that ye 
cannot do the things that ye would.* 'These 
desires are elsewhere called * deceitful lusts,' 
and their multiplied deceptions and allure- 
ments are'imphed in the 8aying of the pro- 
phet alluded to above; * The heart is deceit- 
ful above all things and desperately wicked. 
Who can know it?' | 


So great is the deception which we often. 


practice ourselves, that we lightly ex- 
cuse and palliate the same offences in our 
own case, which in others we strongly and 
unequivocally condemn. One man exclaims 
against tyranny and oppression, tells the 
value of liberty and the degradation of 
slaves ; yet, when he returns to his defence- 


' less family, transforms himself into a tyrant. 


Another detests a thief, yet he is guilty of 
extortion. This man condemns the pride of 
those above him, yet treats with contempt all 
those who he thinks fall below him. That 
man reproaches men of wealth for undue 
parsimony, and does not perceive that his 
own grasping disposition, would lead him in- 
to the same fault. One speaks against slan- 
der and yet is profane ; another is enraged 
at the disobedience of his children, yet digo- 
beys his own father in heaven. And thus in 
the whole family of man is there a decided 
nt, if not strong indignation, against 
the faults of others ; while through the abun- 


| dance of 8elf-deception they think lightly of 


their own. 

Another illustration of self-deception is 
found in the conduct of men with regard to 
the formation of a moral and religious char- 
acter. 'The mind is a natural lover of holi- 
ness, and would gladly guch a char- 
acter' as it approves. It acknowledges the 
importance of on 490 and reformation, 
but yet the deceitful desires are permitted to 
triumph. Multitudes might be found who 
mean to be good, but defer it until another 
day. After acquiring an estate by dishones- 
y, then they will repent and be honest ! 
r losing all relish for any pleasures, they 
will renounce sinful indulgences. They will 
be ——_—_—— have occasion; otherwise 
they will be Ry youneh while they have 
anything .to be p of, then they will be 
humble. Whatever there passion is, they 
propose first to gratify that, and then become 
what they-ought now to be, | This contro- 
versy, between the intelligent mind and the 
desires of the heart, is a curious 8ubject' for 
consideration. 
importance of virtue, its intringic value and 
Superior” honor as well as felicity, and the 
wisdom of geeking it continually. But the 
heart, the deceitful heart, unable directly to 
resist 'its ' authority, 8ays, * Yes, O'yes; but 


'The "mind -maintains the | 


let me have my way firs, then you may have 
your's!' Which serves to- show in a 8trik- 
ing manner, that '* the heart is deceitful 
above all things, and desparately wicked. 
Who can know it 7 : 

Others deceive themselves by pleading ex- 
cellence in s8ome one respect,. and =”. bu g 
that good quality pass for the index of their 
character. An example of this folly was 
once presented in the person of a sot ; who, 
because he would divide bis: penny with & 
stranger, boasted his generosity, although he 
could return destitute at night to his amiable 
companion and interesting family and create 
confuzion, if not uproar. | 

The consequences of self-deception are 
truly lamentable. Nothing is more favora 
ble to the establisghment and permanency of 
bad habits. It finds apologies for our first 
offetices in our inexperience, and for our 
last | in our established habits of sin. I 
teaches us to believe that our words or ac- 
tions are not sin, they are only habit. The 
profane 8wearer contends that his words are 
not sinful, for he means no more by an oath 
than others mean by chaster language. 'The 
dishonest man contends, that he does not in- 
cur guilt, for it is only his way of doing bu- 
siness. $80 that whatever evil there 1s in 
vice and immortality, there is the same evil 
in hiding it from the light of reason. 

If there is anything, which tends to con- 
tinue these evils in the bat it 1s ws _ 
ing admission of some religious | 
the ways of vice are pleasant. Nothing can 
be more false than to represent the pleasures 
of vice 8uperior to those of virtue. 'The pray 
of transgressors is hard, and the wages of 
8in is death. But the ways of wisdom are 
pleasantness and peace, and in keeping the 
commandments there is a great reward. B. 


[ FOR THE UNIVERSALIST, } 


CHRIST THE SOURCE OF RELIGIOUS 
KNOWLEDGE. 


Jesus called himself *the light of the 
world;” and he is truly the fountain whence 
88 on the 


is £0. ug, 


we derive all the light we 


has taught 


existence, 
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them 80 distinetly there ; and they have been 
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very obscurely discerned by those who have 
not this aid. We might learn something 
from those great men who have shone as 
lights in different ages of the world ; but not 
enough, amidst their own vague and contra- 
dictory notions, to be a sure and satisfactory 
guide. 

What man might be capable of learning 
under any cireumstances, from his own un- 
as8isted inquiry, it is unprofitable to discuss. 
All history declares the plain and. incontro- 
vertable fact, that by his own unassisted in- 
quiry he has learned comparitively nothing. 
'The certainity and deffiniteness of the very 
first principles, he owes to the instruction of 
Jesus; and if he has added any thing by his 
own efforts, it 1s because he has been guided 
by the light of Christ. Who knows any 
thing of God, * but the Son, and he to whom 
the Son has revealed him  - Who under- 
8tands any thing of the divine will, but they 
who have received knowledge of Jesus? If 
we look 'over the history of the world, in for- 
mer or in present times, in christian and pa- 
gan lands, we shall find that all satisfactory 
religious knowledge, flows from the fountain 
in Nazereth, and that every beam emanates 
from the star of Bethlehem ; and that every 
region 18 dark and unwatered where these do 
not visit. If we look into our own minds, 
we shall discover that all the valuable knowl- 
edge we possess concerning God, or any 
satisfactory truth, any sustaining and peace- 
giving acquaintance with things invisible and 
future, is all derived from the blessed doctrine 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. And in 
view of this interesting fact, we may with 
propriety exclaim with the inspired apostle, 
© Lord, to whom shall we go? "Thou hast 
the words of eternal life.* If then Christ 1s 
the only one from whence we can derive 
that knowledge which will fill our minds 
with true and substantial felicity ; if his doc- 
trine alone 1s calculated to afford us the-con- 
solation we 80 mnch desire ; and if by learn- 
ing of him we shall enjoy great peace; how 
important it 18, that we look unto him con- 
tivually, and strive as much as in us lieth, to 
know and do his wall. H. W, 
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| 7 FROM MY SCRAP-BOOK. 

.: Again I approached the bed-side of my 
valued friend, now fast wasting beneath the 
heayy  pressure. of a pitiless consumption, 
He gently extended to me his. pale, thin 
hand, while the glistening moisture of his 
watchful eye. bespoke the tender emotion of 
his  bogom.. | At first, he appeared to be, 
rather than he 8aid he was, glad to 8ee me— 
and/then for a moment. reclined. upon his 
balf-erect pillow. Alas, thought I, how is 


us was 8till, calm and serene. 


my friend altered | -But-a few short months 
since, he held a prominent station- in active 
life—could greet his ſriends with a healthful 
smile and an affectionate embrace, and wel- 
come them at his peacefu]-dwelling to enjoy 
a 8weet repast. Now—pale and wan 4s his 
countenance. His trembling limbs are un- 
able to bear up his emaciated frame, his 
voice grows hollow and feeble; his dim, 
deep-sunken eyes roll heavily in. their s8ock- 
ets; and his once lovely cheeks are now 
colorless, s8ave the unwelcome spot, which 
presages his speedy dissolution. - Surely the 
dreaded © king of terrors*' has commenced 
his work—and my now fond as80ciate must 
800n be consigned to the © house appointed 
for all the living ' | > 

But he had now gathered strength suffi- 
cient to converse with some ease, and I was 
agreeably relieved of these painful reflec- 
tions. He sat in a somewhat projecting at- 
titude, his head gently declining. For' a 
time, his whole system seemed to be unusual- 
ly composed and at rest. - His mind was per- 
fectly easy, firm and unruffled. The capa- 
cious apartment which enclosed us, present- 
ed a gloomy and solitary aspect—all around 
Soon howev- 


er my dauntless friend interrupted - the mel- 
ancholy lence, by introducing, and freely 


expatiating upon the 8ubject of his approach- 
ing death. And oh! every accent which 
fell from his lips—every motion, every look 
of his faintly beaming eye, seemed big with 
meaning. - Said he— 'The ; time of 'my de- 
parture is near at hand—I feel it—I 'have 
long been sensble of it. , Yet I murmurnot, 
nor. repine at any; lot. If, by. being taken 
away thus early in life, I am deprived-of its 
blessings,. I shall also be.delivered from the 
various cares and anxieties incident to hu- 
man nature, I only regret that I; cannot 
longer enjoy .your 8ociety and” friendship; 
and be permitted to remain a comfort tomy 
dear parents and relatives. But, it is God's 
will that I should go, and I hope I mayever 
be ready, and willing to 8ubmit to lus -re- 
quirements. lyfint a 

I leave the world, to enter on a.- journey 
from which 80 many shrink with-terrar and 
affright. 'The prospect indeed is profoundly 


| 5olemn, if not appalling; . aud; L- confess, it 


would render .me a most wretched being; 
were it not for the hope of a glorious im- 
mortality which our ; blessed. Saviour: has 

romised to me, to, you, and- toall men. 

ow cheerless, how heart-rending would be 
the thought of passing into. utter extinction, 
of going to nothing, when we die! But Itrust 
that we shall not cease to be, when we. quit 
these frail bodies. I feel that we shall-all 
live in another and. better world than this. 
Here, all is transitory and perishing ; there, 
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we" shall be immortal, and our joys never 
fading; here, the most endearing ties of 
friendship and relation nmust s80oner,or later 
be severed; there, we shall all meet to part 
no more again forever ; here our happiness 
is embittered by many troubles and sorrows ; 
there, we can sing the praises of our great 
Redeemer without alloy, without interrup- 
tion and without end : 


© No more fatigue, no more distress, 
Nor sin nor death shall reach the place; 
No groans 8hall mingle with the songs 
Which warble from 1mmortal tongues.” 
© Yes,” continued he, © we shall live again. 
It cannot be that God has created us merely 
to behold our weakness, and then blot us 
forever from the book of his remembrance. 
This world is but a single point ; * the .bare 
commencement of our existence; and we 
must enter on a more elevated tate of be-| 
ing, in order to enjoy all the rich blessings 
which our kind Father has prepared for us. 
He manifested a desire to dwell longer on 
this interesting 8ubject, but his physical pow- 
ers were 80 far spent, that he was obliged to 
pause. Fearing that my presence might 
stimulate him to over-exertion, and thus has- 
ten the hour of his mortal dissolution, I «1g- 
nified to him my intention to retire from his 
apartment. He. reluctantly gave his con- 
8ent, and _requested my hand, I presented 
it ; but ah, language 1s inadequate ;  descrip- 
- tion 1impossIble ! "This last, thrilling em- 
brace of my own bosom-friend ; the gentle 
grasp, the penetrating look, the feeble, yet 
sweet tone of his voice, the deep, touching 
8sigh—are inscribed only on the tablet of my 
now mournful heart, from which no hand 
can copy, no time. obliterate them. 
Waterford, Mass. June, 1838. 
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TEMPERANCE.—No. 1. 

Few conditions in human life are less de- 
sirable, than that of the intemperate. This 
is one that every 8ober person sincerely de- 
precates. 'To the man that has the self-re- 
Spect that every man ought to have, the idea 
of becoming a confirmed 80t,- is intolerable. 
There are crimes. which men commit, the 
effects of which are more © extensively felt, 
than those which are witnessed, 'as the im- 
mediate consequents of intemperance. But 
we cannot have any thing like an adequate 
idea of the evils that are caused by it, till we 
have traced it in all its bearings, and judged 
of it, .not by: that temporary excitement 
whieh attends it, but by the perpetual, and 
lazting influence which it is known to have 
upon 1ts unhappy -subjects. 

The man. that habitually indulges in the 
use of ardent spirit, to that degree termed 


ay 


respectable part of community, and if he is 
not despised, the very pity of his fellow men, 
is to. him an evidence that his . respeetability 
is gone, His name which formerly might 
have been honorably mentioned, is. either 
forgotten, or as80ciated only with what is 
base, and low. He feels that he is now. an 
outcast ; or rather, that he has withdrawn 
himself from every thing that-is respectable, 
and that his associates must now. be the yie- 
tims of shame, and degradation. . 'The con- 
sciousness of being thus. situated, produces a 
wonderful effect upon him. He sympathises 
in the general feeling, and views his own 
condition, and character, in the zame light 
that it 18 viewed by others. He ceases to 
respect himself, and what then can be ex- 
pected from him? Crime in all its varitey, 
is likely to fill up his remaining history. 
The immediate effects of intemperance 
are indeed deplorable. Other yices-seem to 
leave the subjects of them, if not in reahty, 
something the appearance of rational beings. 
Their faculties, though perverted, and mis- 


usued, and exercised in a way to injure com- 


munity, seem yet to exist. But drunken- 
ness, when it has become fairly habitual, 
leaves the man but the outward appearance, 
the semblance of a man, and even this is of- 
ten 80 changed, as to render him. an object 
of loathing, and disgust. 

But intemperance - not only destroys. the 
faculties, but will, if persisted in, annilulate 
every 80cial affection, and . drive from the 
breast, every tender feeling, and convert the 
man into a monster, a brutal sayage, nay, 
worse than a savage, an unfeeling barbarian. 

Mark -you that kind father, the tender 
hnsband, the pride . and; ornament . of . his 
tamily, and pillar in 8ociety, one that is tem- 
perate in all things. . Let bim_ cbange bis 
habits, and finally become the victim of a 
dram shop, and alas how altered! . Instead 
of holding. a respectable. station in 8ociety, 


he will then as80ciate with its lowest dregs. 


His own interest, and that of his family will 
be gacrificed, in order that he may satisfy 
his unnatural appetite. Let the beholder 
now ask, what has banished that kindly look 
that once beamed upon. his beloved wife, and 
children ? that expression of  fondnes, with 
which he was wont .to greet them at his in- 
coming? Why $80 cold, 80 cruel, and un- 
feeling? : Alas! the demon of intemperance 
has touched him with [his desolating wand, 
and he that once was a man, is now. a brute. 

These my readers are not the pictures of 
fancy, They are not the dreams of the. vis- 
ionary. They are 8ober realities z and when 
we haye finished our story, we may well say, 
that one half the woes, the migeries, and 


excess, s0on” finds himself © slighted by the 


desolations produced by intemperance, have 


not yet been told. H. B. 
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HOPE. 

There is no 8ubject on which the mind of 
the christian dwells with more interest, plea- 
gure and profit, charity alone excepted, than 
on the glorious theme of hope—divine hope. 
It presents in every engaging form, those ob- 
jects and riches, which are as immeasurable 
as they are lasting and fadeless. 'The scrip- 
tures employ the word hope, in its true 
grammatical import, implying a confidence 
in, and a blissful expectation of that immor- 
tality and glory, revealed in the gospel of 
God our Saviour. 'The language of the 
record is, *In hope of eternal hfe, which 
God who cannot lie promised before the 
world began.' * That we might have strong 
consolation who have fled for refuge to lay 
hold upon the hope set before us.' *© Look- 
ing for that glorious hope' &c. Hope then, 
in its true and scriptural meaning, implies 
a religious unwavering confidence in bw 
great and precious promises of God,” 
which a future, happy, unending Pho Pia 
is brought to light. And what doetrine, 
what truth can be more admirably calculat- 
ed to sustain and cheer and bless the anxious 
goul of man, than the one which is thus em- 
braced in a well grounded hope? It is 
verily, as an *anchor to the soul both sure 
and stedfast entering within the veil -where 
Jegus our foreunner hath for us entered.” 
Though we may be tossed and driven about 
onthe troublous waters of this uncertain 
mortal state, and the bark of life seem to be 
driven furiously towards the dangerous rocks 
which threaten our utter destruction, yet, by 
easting out the anchor of hope, it s0on finds 
a strong and sustaining bottom, and keeps 
us within the harbor of safety and e758 
tion. A voice from the clouds is heard b y 
the believing 8oul, saying, © Peace be till!” 
and lo, there is a great calm. The loud 
tempest dies away ; the dark clouds are dis- 
persed, and the broad sunlight of life eter- 
nal, beams upon the heart with an all-cheer- 
ing influence. R. 8. 


 WRON G HABITS. 


It 4s « wrenk habit to be always finding 
fault with our ighbors; it is a wrong habit 
to be always fault with our children; 
It 1s a wrong habit to be always finding fault 
with our eircumstances and conditions; it is 
a wrong habit to be always finding: fault with 
the present hard times ; it is a wrong habit 
for preachers to be always finding fault with 
their hearers, who feed them and clothe them 
80 bountifully, and treat them with so much 
respect and civility. H. B» 


Never use profane or obscene language. 
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BOSTON, 
SATURDAY, JUNE 22, 1833, 


DUTY OF CHILDREN, 

It is the manifest duty of children, to obey 
their parents, or those who have the guardian care 
of them. Men are called upon to obey God be- 
cause they are his children. If all men are God's 
offspring, then all men are obligated to obey God, 
But if any are the children of the devil, in the 
8ame ;sense 8ome are God's children, then 8vch 
8hould obey the devil! It is sometimes the cage 
that preachers who have more zeal than knowl- 
edge, inform their congregations that they are 
children of the devil. And in a very short time. 
afterwards, they will 'gravely say, children obey 
your parents, This is plainly telling them to obey 
the devil. 

Every parent has & legal right to establish in 
his family guch a form of government. as he 
nN | pleases, if it be not opposed to the civil laws of the 
land. And no one has any right to countermand 
his requirements. 'This saying holds good in re- 
lation to God's government. If all are God's 
children, then he has a right to govern them as he 
pleases. But if 80me belong to the devil, he has 
a right to govern according to his will, If all are 
the children of the Most High, then all ought to 
obey God. But if 8ome belong to. his satanic 
majesty, then, reason 8ays, children obey your 
Father. 

If the spirit of this doctrine should prevail 
throughout the community, the flood-gates of in- 
iquity would be opened, and all that is lovely and 
fair in the moral and intellectual universe, would 
be ewept away as with the besom of destruction. 


DRY RAIN. | 
'The Israclites were threatened in case of diso- 
bedience, that the rain of their land should be 
©powder and dust.” A rain of this description 
must be yery unwelcome. But as unwelcome as 
it was, they were under the necessity of gubmit- 
ting to it. Now it occurs to us, that this kind of 


rain was & 8uitable figure of many of the doctrines 


[= 


promulgated at the present day, .. 
Moges 8aid his doctrine should *drop . like the 


| rain, and his eppagh. chould diniiiike. the dew 


and as8igns this reagon— 
of the Lord? | 
The name of the Lord is merciful and gracious. 
His mercy is as extensive as the falling rain and 
distilling dew. "This kind of rain cannot repre- 
ent the traditions of men. 'They are partial and 
contracted. Therefore, when their adyocates tell 
us, that their doctrine drops like the rain, we must 


cx 


understand the figure. s referring to the rain ay 


{I will publish the name 


1 ee > fn ji bk oe 


would employ the present mode of conveying 
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trines are productive of any thing but comfort. 
They make every object look as desolate and drea- 
ry as would a shower of dust. 


NEW TRANSLATIONOF THE BIBL E. 


Dr, Webster, a dietinguished lexicographer, is 
preparing for publication, a corrected edition of 
the Bible, in regard to grammar, obsolete words, 
and indelicate phrases. Some appear to be very 
much startled, at the idea of having a correct ver- 
8jon of the scriptures. But for ourselves we look 
upon 8uch an undertaking as being highly Com- 
mendable. Why may we not have all improper 
and indiscret words exchanged for those which 
will clearly express the meaning of the original 
text? It is, we presume, well known to all, that 
the present translation is in many instances very 
imperfect. The old translators used 8uch phrase- 
ology as was common to the age in which they 
lived. And in all probability if they were alive 
now, and were to give us another translation, they 


ideas. Nopreacher would at this day repeat many 
passages as they are expressed in the Bible. Ev- 
ery one feels himgelf authorized to give the mean- 
ing of the 8acred writer in such language as will 
accord with the taste of the age in which we live. 
And as all feel themeelves at liberty to pursue this 
course, we gee not why any one should object to 
the altering of the phraseology of the common 
version, 80 that the meaning of the inspired writ- 
ers may be clearly expressed without offending 
the ears of the most delicate. 

We are astonished that some editors should re- 
commend @ religious work, in which the writer has 


altered the translation of many important passages 


because the alteration fayors their views, and ob- 
ject to having all that now covers the beauty and 


8ubliwity of the sacred text, taken away, that its | 


radical import may be obvious to all. This seems 
to vs like straining at a knat, and ewallowing a 
camel, 

DEDICATION. 


The Church recently erected for the First Uni- 
versalist Society 1 in Danvers, will be dedicated to 
the service of God the Father, on Friday next» 


28th inst. Sermon by Rey. Hosea Ballou, 2d. of 


Roxbury. Service will commence at half past | 
10 o'clock A.M. Rev. Thomas Whittemore of 
Cambridge, Mass. will preach in the afternoon, | 
and Rev. Mr. Hodsdon of Bedford, N. H. in the 
evening. i 

Ministering brethren are roopetfully wee. to 
attend, 


DEDICATION, . 
' The meeting house recently erected by. the 


solemnly dedicated to the service and worship of 
the Father of all men, on Wednesday, 5th inst. by 


appropriate religious services. Sermon by Br. D. 
Skinner. 


ORDINATION AT RUMNEY, N. H. 

On Wednesday the 12th inst. Br. John G. Ad- 
ams was ordained to the work of the gospel min- 
istry, at Rummney, N. H. The services were 
performed in the'orthodox meeting house, and were 
listened to with profound attention by-an overflow- 
ing congregation. Sermon on the occasion by Br. 
Thomas Whittemore of this city. Charge and 
delivery of the' Scriptures by Br. W. S. Balch, of 
Claremont, N. H. Right hand of Fellowship by 
Br. Gilmon. May the choicest of heavens bles- 
sing attend our young brother in all his fature en- 
deavors to advance the cause of truth. 


Owing to the sickness of the Carrier, many of 
the city subscribers did not receive their papers 
last week. All those who have not, will confer on 


us & very great fayor by calling or —__ to- our 
Office. 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


J. M. was not received in 8eason for this week's 
paper, but shall appear in our next. H. B. sball 
800n appear, The article from H. H. * Work of 
Christ,' No. 3, we will give to our readers as g00n 
as possible. We have the pleasure of placing 
among our correspondents the well known initials 
of L. R: P. H. B: 2d. M. B.'B. Their communi- 
cations will always be gratefully received. B. W. 
shall receive imme attention. R. 8. has come 
to hand and hall appear shortly. 

We have 8everal communications on hand which 
we have not had time to examine. 'They 8hall all 
be attended to forthwith. 


RELIGIOUS NOTICES. 


Br. W. BurzarD will preach in Medford, Mass, 
next Sunday. 
; Br. J. C. Newer will preach in North Reading 
next Sunday. _ 

Br. T. G. FaxnsworTHa will preach in Ran- 
dolph, next Sunday. 
| Br. C. GarxpNzxs will preach in Woburn next 
encny 4 

: Br. W. Bacoudwilt penis Haverhill, (W. 
Parish,) next Sunday, and at Methuen at 5 o'clock- 

Br. H. F. BaLLov will preach at Sharon next 
| Sunday. 

Br. T. WrrrTEMORE will preach in Saugus 
next Sunday. 

Br. G. Nores will preach in. Stow next Sunday 

Br. Jens, SurTa will preach at Newton next 
Sunday. 

Br./W. A. Srrcxner will preach. in Weston 


Universalist Society in Schenectady, N. Y. was 


next Sunday, 


4 
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POETRY. 


Redemption. 


The sun which through creation shines, 
Through ev*ry land and nation, 
Is but an emblerh of that grace, 
The grace of man's redemption. 


The rain that falls in gentle showers, 
And blesses ev*'ry nation, 

Is a true emblem of that grace, 

The grace of man*s redemption. 


The dews which fall in blessings rich, 
On ev*ry land and nation, 

Are emblems too of that rich grace, 
The grace of man's redemption. 


The rivers which from mountains flow 
Through vales in ev'ry nation, 

Are emblems fair of grace divine, 
The grace of man's redemption. 


— 


Lines. 


Oh ! steal thou not my faith away, 

Nor tempt to doubt the trusting mind; 
Let all that earth can yield, decay, 

But leave this heavenly giſt behind: 
Our life is but a meteor gleam, 

Lit up amid surrounding gloom, 
A dying lamp, a fitful beam, 

Quenched in the cold and silent tomb. 


Yet if, as holy men have said. 
There lies beyond that dreary bourne 
Some region where the faithful dead 
Eternally forget to mourn; 
elcome the scoff, the sword, the chain, 
The burning wild, the black abyss, 
I 8brink not from the path of pain, 
Which endeth in a world like this. 


But oh ! if all that nerves us here, 
When grief assails and 8orrow stings, 
Exist but in the shadowy sphere 
Of fancy's weak imaginings; 
If hopes, though cherisbed long and deep, 
Be cold and baseless mockeries; 
Then welcome that eternal sleep 
Which knoweth not of dreams like these. 


Yet bush, thou troubled beart ! be till; 
Renounce thy vain philosophy ; 
Like morning on the misty hill, _ 
The light of Truth will break on thee. 
Go—search the Propbet's deathless page, 
Go—question thou the the radiant sky; 
And learn from them, mistaken 8age, 
The glorious words—* Thou shait not die !? 
. C. 


G. L. 


A Reflection at Sea. 


See how, beneath the moonbeam's 8mile, 
Yon little billow heaves its breast, 

And ſoams and sparkles, ſor a while, 
And murmuring then subsides to rest. 


- \ Phus man, the sport of life apd*care, 
 Rjses on time's eventful 8a; - 
And, having 8well'd a moment there, 

Thus melts into eternity ! 


LETTERS 
Received at this Office, during the week ending June 18. 
P. M. Shoreham, Vt. $1. P. M. Annisquam, Mass. 
Rev. J. Banfield, Duxbury, Mass. $2.-- A. 8. Streeter, 
Woonsocket Falls, R. I. -Rev. H. Relding, Gloucester, 
Mass.. a clog mw Vt.. G. Bradford, 
. nad B e. 8 Lo. » I i N. C, P. W. Wil- 
= Deaton, (E. 8.) Ma. P.M. an, Mass, A John- 
80n, Stoughton, Mans. $1, 8. Barnes Plymouth, Mass. 
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Marriages. 


In this city by the Rev: Mr. Streeter, Mr. G Phip- 
pen and Miss Lucy Ann A: Bacon. Mr. Henry H. James 
and Miss Emeline Cushing. Mr. Abial Fisb, and Miss 
Susan Grear. Mr. George Handy, and Miss Lucy Ann 
B. Leeds. | 

In Salem, William Tozzer Jr. aud Catherine Stevens. 

In Danverse, Benjamin Reed and Jean Jewitt; Elbridge 
Stiles and Harriet N . Sheldon. | | 


Deaths. 


ah 
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In Woburn, Mass. aſter a long and distressing iliness 
Dea. Joseph Parker, aged 61. Mr. Parker was Deacon 
of the Universalist Church in that town, and one of the 
first members of the society. 4 44 

He adorned bis profession by a well ordered life, and 
godly conversation. His demise was occasioned , by a 
cancer. And throughout his sickness, which was long and 
Severe, he maniſested a perfect resignation to the will of 
Heaven. When asked by the writer of this, if his faith 
and hope were the same as when in health, he replied, 
«Yes; and when I die, 'I wish you to attend my funeral, 
and put a notice of my death in the paper, that the world 
ma $60 that Universalism will do to die by.* His fun- 
eral was attended by a numerous concourse of people, of 
all the 8ocieties in town, who thus evinced that they appre- 
ciated his virtues. 0 . 

By this dispensation of Providence, an affectionate wiſe 
monrns the loss of a tender busband; eight - children are 
deprived of a kind and nar L199 father; an aged mother 
is berieved of a dutiful son; brothers and sisters have lost 
an aimable brother; society a ' useful member; and the 
Universalist Church one of its brightest ornaments. May 
God sanctify this event to all thus afflicted. ; 

In the same place, cf a consumptivn, Mr. Jeremiah Con- 
verse, 38. May the consolations of the g s comfort 
the heart-broken widow, and all whom his death has oc- 
casivned to mourn. Ho 

Als at the ame place, very sud1enly, Marshal Fowle, 39. 
By his death the Universalist Suciety in Woburn have re- 
alized an irreparable loss. Mr. Fowle was a warm heart- 
ed, benevolent, practical Universalist; and was universally 
esteemed, both as a citizen and christian. No one "came 
to him.in distress, and went away empty. But he is gone, 
and many mourn his loss. May God s8anctify this affliction 
to all concerned, D. D..8. 

STREETER'S NEW HYMN BOOK. 

The 8ubscriber has published the Sixth Edition of this 

pular Hymn Book, which he now offers to the Universa- 

ist public at the low price of 52 cts. single, hand: 

bound and lettered, either in black morocco, or light 8h 
A liberal discount will be made to those who: buy by 
dozen. Universalist Clergymen and others, wishing to cir- 


directing their 
_ noSSry , hat 


No. 29 Cornhill, Boston. 
N. B. Publishers of Universalist papers will please in- 
gert the above and charge it to, B.. | 


orders to, 


' 0 . . 
' LI : ; 


Terms of The Universalist. 

Tux UNn1VERSALIST is published- simultaneously' at 
No. 29, Cornhill, BosToxs, by BENJamin-B. Mussex; 
and at LOWELL, every SATURDAY; at $1,00 per annum 
payable in aDVANCE, $1 25 im nonth , and $1 29 
at the close of the year. 25 cents will be added to thuse 
who receive their papers by the Carrier. . Page 

subscribers 
2s ns 


Agents and others who obtain five new. 
and 8end the money for them, -sball receive a 
gratis, and in the same proportion for any greater number. 
No paper discontinued till arrearages are paid, except 
at the discretion of the Proprietor. We 
Letters containing five dollars or ' more may be $ent 
at our expense. EI 
All letters and communications on business 
(Poet, Paid) ent to the Editor. | 


must be 


\. 
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'G. W. STACY, PRINTER. 


